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Web site Update
Our 14th Annual Convention – Care Givers Soaring High began with an invocation by Board of Director’s member, Dr. Mary Ann Fritz, and the Presentation of Colors by the Jr. ROTC of Winter Haven High  School. 
A highlight of the convention opening this year was the Announcement of our
Professional Care Givers of the Year.
Congratulations to Brenda Robinson, CNA of Lake Placid Health Care in Highlands County who was named the FPACG’s Care Giver of the Year and received an engraved plaque and cash award of $100.

Brenda was nominated by her Administrator and Director of Nursing for this award.  A CNA since 1989, Brenda is noted to have “set a standard of care that our residents and families have come to cherish and expect. She continues to challenge the entire staff, from administrator to DON and down, to strive to provide the quality of care our residents deserve.”

The FPACG applauds Brenda for her excellence in care giving and is proud to honor her as Care Giver of the Year!

Career Care Giver of the Year

Congratulations to  Beatrice Johnson, CNA, HHA, CHPNA of Cornerstone Hospice, Taveres, FL. in Lake Co., on being named FPACG’s Career Care Giver of the Year. 
Known as “Bea” by her friend, co-workers and patients, her written nomination for this award came from a 2 letters from 3 RN’s of Cornerstone Hospice that praise Bea for her positive attitude, dependability, going over and above the call of duty for her patients, as well as noting her skill, dedication and compassion as a Care Giver.
Bea has been a CNA since 1985, and has been with Cornerstone Hospice for 20 yrs.

The FPACG applauds Bea for her demonstrated excellence and honored her with an engraved plaque and a $200. cash award.

Educational Programs:
The educational programming for this convention was excellent and all participants present for the day received 5 hours of in-service training. Dr. Kenneth Jarrad inspired and motivated all present with his keynote address: Don’t Stop Now…the necessity of life long learning!   Dr. Jarrad praised Care Givers for their skills, which he noted to have experienced in five hospitalizations in the past year!  He was quick point out the importance of care and compassion as a major component of the “customer service” we are called to demonstrate. Dr. Jarred encouraged each one to see the importance of personal career goals and availing ourselves of the educational opportunities to achieve the same.
Ninetta Johnson, NA President, opened the business portion of the meeting with introductions of Board Members and Chapter officers present.  Dr. Fritz and Terry Bucher, President Emeritus presented the membership, financial and other Board reports concerning the administration of the association.  


Membership awards were presented as follows:

             Chapter 3 – Lake and Sumter Counties received the traveling trophy for 1st place  

                               in obtaining the most new members in a chapter with 17 new members.

               Chapter 5 Pinellas County and Chapter 10, Dade Broward and Palm Bch Co’s
                            tied for 2nd  place with 10 new members each.

             The association celebrate 51 five year members this year!  Members that were 

                             present received certificates of  recognition and appreciation.

             Two 10 yrs. members were present, Cathy Brown, HHH and daughter    
                             Roberta Metz  received marble engraved desk weights to honor

                             dedicated service and membership.

              Chapter Education award were presented for best attendance at chapter meetings                  
                             with  Chapter 5 receiving 1st place with an average attendance of 17 

                             members and Chapter 1, Polk Co. and Chapter 2, Highlands Co  

                              tied for 2nd place with an average meeting attendance of 9.

Terry Bucher reviewed the CNA renewal process and presented the legislative report with updates concerning Florida changes of Senate Bill 1986 regarding Medical Quality Assurance; Her participation in the Eldercare Workforce Day on Capital Hill, Wash DC
On Sept. 14th; and relayed information on Federal Bill HR897 introduced by Congressman Putnam of Florida and an amendment proposed to the Social Security act to “provide funding to the states to enable them to pay direct care support professionals providing services to individuals with disabilities under the Medicaid program.”

 The afternoon session of the convention offered four outstanding workshops of which each participant was able to choose two.  They were as follows:
         - Healing Touch while Beholding the Divine; Personal Experience with Drugs; Women’s Health Issues and Tobacco Addiction Tx in 2009.  Evaluations for the day showed excellent remarks for all our educational programming. 

All in all, it was a great day!  Now, we look forward to next year and celebrating our 15th Annual Convention!
